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COVID-19 VACCINE
EFFICACY

Data validates
Sinovac's
effectiveness

AFORMER health miniser s statement
on Sinovacs effectiveness contams
errars thal seed correction because
misconceptions can hinder our vac-
cination programene,

Contrary 10 what be says, them is
#ood publishod medical data on Sino-
vac'seffectivencss in anactual setting,

Onuly 2 the New England Soumal
of Medicine pubdished a report oa the
e of Sinovac In Chile from Feberuary
toMay. inoking at 4.2 milion ful ly vac-
cinned poople compased with 5.5 midl-
Ton unvaccinated residents.

Simovac was found 10 reduce |nfec-
thon by 659 per cent, reduce hospi-
talisation by 87,5 per cent, reduce ICU
admission by 90.3 peroent and reduce
donthe by 56,3 per cont

Meanwhile, a Pfizer trinl reported
aneffcacy of 95 per cont. but analysed
oaly PO Conid-19 cases.

Bt the Duened Heakh Minkery wid
the cffectivencss of the Pfizer vacdne
agninst Covid 19 infoction was 64 per
cent, though it was still 93 per cent
effective against hospizalisscion and
serious lliness,

Therefone, these s not much differ-
cnoe betwoen Sinovie and Pizer vac-
cinesin poactical wse, Both arceffoctive
at preventing severe disease and hos-
pRalisation, but less effect ive againat
mdld oe asymptomatic Covid-19.

Our government s temporary sus-
pension of Sinovec use has nething o
«do with vaccine efficacy but a matser
of logistios.

After orderingand receiving 32 mil-
o Aoyt of Skoonac, asont 36 milllon
doses have been given. meaning that
the remaining 36 milllon doses are
reserved as the second dose for those
who have received thedr fin injection,

Pizer stocks have not been wsed up
quicidy, and it lsonly natueal and kgl
cal towse up thisvaccine for thosewho
are coming in for the first dose.

‘This point has been clanified by
Covid 19 Natlonal Imnsmsinisation o
grumme Cooedinating Miniser Khalry
Jamaucktin and Pharmsaniaga.

Simovnc will still beavillable o pri-
vate healthcare centres for those wish-
ing to use it. showing that the Health
Ministry ishappy with s efficocy snd
contimued e,

In s important not 1o confuse a
loglstical lssee with vaccine efficacy
since such misvnderstanding can
Rinder efforts to encourage people 10
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